CHAPTER     II

REJECTED   PROSE    (1896-1897)

MOTE, the first of the tales alluded to,
.was published in August, 1896, and ap-
pended to it was this brief paragraph written
by Mr. St. Loe Strachey: Those who hold the
doctrine of transmigration will hardly fail,
after they have read this story, to think that
the spirit of Edgar Allan Poe is once more

Such a departure from customary editorial
taciturnity must have aroused the curiosity of
a great many readers. It implied at least that
the new story was regarded as something quite
out of the common, and whatever one may
think of the reference to Poe, there can be no
doubt of the enthusiasm which prompted it.
As a matter of fact, the comparison will not bear
examination, and has been used merely to save
the trouble of more precise definition. The
name of Poe, in literary shorthand, loosely
stands for a kind of story which he himself
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